The Great Simplificati®n

Frankly #134 | Uncomfortable Questions for Unsettled
Times: A World at the Edge of Change

Show Notes and Links to Learn More

The TGS team puts together these brief references and show notes for the learning and
convenience of our listeners. However, most of the points made in episodes hold more
nuance than one link can address, and we encourage you to dig deeper into any of these
topics and come to your own informed conclusions.

Headline Highlights:
- 25 Billion in Middle East War Damage To Disrupt Energy Supply Chains for Years

- Here’'s a List of Gulf Energy Infrastructure Damaged in Iran War

- "Casualty Cover-Up"”: The Pentagon Is Hiding U.S. Losses Under Trump in the Middle
East

00:10 - Persian Gulf region, Iran War 2026

01:20 - Qil well shut-in, Damages during well shut-ins

01:33 - Russian and Chinese involvement in Iran conflict

01:50 - Russia-Ukraine War, Effects of Iran War on Russia-Ukraine War

02:11 - Possible oil leaks in the Persian Gulf, Environmental and health risk from the Iran war
02:22 - Number of people in the Persian Gulf who rely on desalination plants

02:39 - Current missing fertilizer shipments from the Gulf

02:50 - AIG-in-2008 bailout

03:37 - Possible outcomes of the war in Iran

03:45 - Iran War 2026 casualties, Possible cover-up

03:57 - Damage to military ships, Interceptor defensive missiles running low, U.S. E3 AWACS
radar destroyed by Iran

04:25 - Shock and awe

04:30 - Risk homeostasis

04:33 - Erankly 127 on geopolitics and risk homeostasis

04:38 - U.S. invasion of Iraq in the 2000s

04:48 - Development of drone technology

05:47 - U.S. atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki: Last and only nuclear bomb use in
war

06:26 - Global attitude toward U.S. and Israel during this conflict

07:33 - How do the U.S., Israel, and Iran define winning this war?

08:04 - Oman claims Israel pushed U.S. into Iran war when deal was possible

08:20 - U.S. withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal — the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action

(JCPOA)

08:25 - U.S. bombed Iran during active negotiations twice in June of 2025 and last month



https://jpt.spe.org/25-billion-in-middle-east-war-damage-to-disrupt-energy-supply-chains-for-years?utm_source=feedotter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FO-03-31-2026&utm_content=httpsjptspeorg25billioninmiddleeastwardamagetodisruptenergysupplychainsforyears&mkt_tok=ODMzLUxMVC0wODcAAAGg6KV6GygRCUXF7S3OgRRyaE_TYGDo2kM7yJlIkXwYbSIHULLZrx6OOfZar4MRbtO3St46UQfD4k7O2dZ3uVtIjTb7dfms6uvYcyDKrQREvOWlZg
https://energynow.com/2026/03/heres-a-list-of-gulf-energy-infrastructure-damaged-in-iran-war/
https://theintercept.com/2026/04/01/iran-war-us-casualty-numbers-trump-hegseth/
https://theintercept.com/2026/04/01/iran-war-us-casualty-numbers-trump-hegseth/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arab_states_of_the_Persian_Gulf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_Iran_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shut-in_(oil_drilling)#:~:text=In%20the%20petroleum%20industry%2C%20shutting,ahead%20of%20a%20natural%20disaster.
https://jpt.spe.org/managing-risk-and-reducing-damage-well-shut-ins
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/01/wednesday-briefing-how-did-russia-become-the-unexpected-beneficiary-of-the-iran-war
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cze0kz7gr84o
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russo-Ukrainian_war_(2022%E2%80%93present)
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/02/coordinated-conflict-how-the-ukraine-and-iran-wars-are-starting-to-overlap
https://www.turkiyetoday.com/region/massive-oil-leak-feared-after-iran-attack-on-kuwaiti-tanker-al-salmi-off-dubai-coast-3217204?s=2
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2026-03-26/iran-wars-environmental-toll-could-leave-damage-health-risks-for-decades
https://attheu.utah.edu/president/impact-initiatives/gulf-desalination-plants-in-irans-crosshairs/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CRoughly%20100%20million%20people%20in%20the%20Gulf%20region%20rely%20on%20desalination%20plants%20for%20their%20water%2C%E2%80%9D
https://www.newsday.com/news/nation/iran-war-fertilizer-exports-farming-k52579
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/economics/09/american-investment-group-aig-bailout.asp
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/03/what-next-for-iran-after-the-bombing-four-scenarios
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/1/us-israel-attacks-on-iran-death-toll-and-injuries-live-tracker
https://theintercept.com/2026/04/01/iran-war-us-casualty-numbers-trump-hegseth/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_ships_attacked_during_the_2026_Iran_war
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/israel-security/2026-03-26/ty-article/.premium/israel-u-s-running-low-on-interceptors-as-iran-war-drains-stocks-study-finds/0000019d-2b24-dac5-a99d-6b7ccebd0000
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/31/destruction-us-radar-plane-saudi-base-raises-surveillance-concerns
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/31/destruction-us-radar-plane-saudi-base-raises-surveillance-concerns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shock_and_awe
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/3602497/
https://youtu.be/6KOoJ8g0sbU?si=_eU2xFtf6M_rdewo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2003_invasion_of_Iraq
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unmanned_aerial_vehicle#:~:text=%5B40%5D-,History,-%5Bedit%5D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_warfare#:~:text=As%20of%202026,of%20Japan.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_warfare#:~:text=As%20of%202026,of%20Japan.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/dispatches/experts-react-how-the-world-is-responding-to-the-us-israeli-war-with-iran/
https://theconversation.com/as-the-war-drags-on-what-does-victory-look-like-for-the-us-israel-and-iran-278520
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/19/us-lost-control-of-its-own-foreign-policy-oman-foreign-minister
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_withdrawal_from_the_Iran_nuclear_deal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran_nuclear_deal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran_nuclear_deal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025_United_States_strikes_on_Iranian_nuclear_sites
https://www.du.edu/news/war-iran-during-nuclear-negotiations-undermines-uss-ability-talk-peace-around-world-and-effects-wont-end-when-trump-leaves-office

The Great Simplificati®n

08:49 - U.S.-Israel relations, Israel reportedly explores establishing U.S. military bases
09:58 - Economic Superorganism (with a metabolism) (Nate’s paper), ~20 Terawatts of

yearly global energy production, More information
10:24 - Russia is feeding Iran satellite targeting data to hit American bases
10:31 - China is restricting fertilizer exports to stockpile for itself

10:35 - Iran is letting Indian and Chinese ships through the Hormuz while blocking Western
allies

10:45 - SWIFT alternatives are being built and used

10:57 - Enerqgy trade is rerouting in real time using other currencies than the dollar
11:57 - Taiwan semiconductor fabs production affected by Iran conflict

12:10 - China-Taiwan relations, U.S. support of Taiwan

12:53 - Wide-boundary perspective

13:21 - U.S. administration has made climate change a taboo topic, Banned words
13:55 - Carbon tax

14:10 - Haiti deforestation

14:30 - Four horsemen of the 2020s

14:52 - Fukushima earthquake and effects on Ford manufacturing

16:15 - Collapse Now and Avoid the Rush by John Michael Greer

16:50 - Loss aversion

17:30 - The spice from the Dune franchise

18:22 - The Great Simplification



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel%E2%80%93United_States_relations
https://www.armyrecognition.com/news/army-news/2026/israel-reportedly-explores-establishing-us-military-bases-on-its-soil-after-iran-war-ends
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h5VWZm7ESfk
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959378017313031
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0921800919310067
https://ourworldindata.org/energy-production-consumption#:~:text=Where%20is%20energy%20consumption%20growing%20or%20falling%3F
https://ourworldindata.org/energy-production-consumption#:~:text=Where%20is%20energy%20consumption%20growing%20or%20falling%3F
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_energy_supply_and_consumption#:~:text=Primary%20energy%20production
https://www.nbcnews.com/world/ukraine/russia-us-base-american-troops-zelenskyy-rcna265612
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/china-restricts-fertiliser-exports-further-crimping-war-tightened-supply-2026-03-19/
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2026/3/16/strait-of-hormuz-which-countriess-ships-has-iran-allowed-safe-passage-to
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2026/3/16/strait-of-hormuz-which-countriess-ships-has-iran-allowed-safe-passage-to
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SWIFT
https://theconversation.com/can-countries-replace-swift-evidence-from-russia-suggests-not-easily-278944
https://enterpriseam.com/logistics/2026/03/31/is-the-trade-reroute-becoming-a-currency-reroute/
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2026/03/18/2003854053
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cross-strait_relations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwan%E2%80%93United_States_relations
https://youtu.be/dJ745eyky6Q
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/3/20/long-before-trump-how-us-policy-has-harmed-the-environment-for-decades
https://pen.org/banned-words-list/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_tax
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deforestation_in_Haiti
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GocuMZX3hIs&t=1103s
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R41831/R41831.4.pdf
https://archive.org/details/collapsenowavoid0000gree
https://www.ecosophia.net/
https://read.realityblind.world/view/975731937/82/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melange_(Dune)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dune_%28franchise%29
https://youtu.be/-xr9rIQxwj4?feature=shared
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